Sandy Lee
Sandy Lee Watkins was born January
6, 1952 in Paso Robles, California. He
passed away on August 28, 2010 in San
Diego, CA while attending a conference
for Henderson County. He was elected
Henderson County Judge/Executive in
November 1993 and continued to hold
that office for 16 years until his death.
Sandy and his best friend, Susie, were
married in 1970. They have two adult children, Christian and Matthew,
and two grandchildren, Kimberly and Sarah, and great grandson Tobyn.
Sandy was a graduate of Henderson County High School and attended
the University of Evansville and Henderson Community College. He was
the first recipient of the Honorary Associate of Science Degree from the
Kentucky College of Technical School. Sandy’s forward thinking attitude
for Henderson brought him the prestigious 2006 National Association
of Counties Courthouse Award for innovative government, an award
that only two other counties in the United States received. Sandy was a
dedicated and committed leader to many associations and organizations
on the state and local level. He was always looking for the next endeavor
to help forward his beloved 42420 as he fondly referred to Henderson.
His first interest was always benefiting the average citizen and children.
This tireless leader always made room for fun. His booming personality
lit up a room and there were many “Sandy-isms” that kept friends and
the public laughing when something needed his levity. Sandy’s favorite
past-time was attending songwriter’s festivals with beloved friends across
the country.
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About the Songfest….
The Sandy See Watkins Songwriters’ Festival is four nights of intimate,
acoustic performances by some of Nashville’s award-winning singer/
songwriters. While sitting in the round, attendees will have an up close
and personal experience while hearing stories about how and why their
favorite songs were written.
In 2010, former Henderson native and Nashville songwriter Kerry
Kurt Philips, along with local resident’s Mac Neel and Leanne Pritchett,
brought songwriters to Henderson for a one night performance. Today,
award winning songwriters and up and coming writers perform original
songs over four nights and three downtown local venues for a total of 18
shows.
The event is named in honor of the late Henderson county judge/
executive, Sandy Lee Watkins. Sandy was a dedicated community leader
always looking to move the county—42420 as he lovingly referred to
Henderson—and its citizens forward. Sandy enjoyed the first year of the
songfest and looked forward to growing the event.
Henderson Songfest, Inc. Is a tax exempt, non-profit charitable
organization. In our seven years, corporate, individual and in-kind
donations, as well as volunteers, have kept this a vibrant Henderson
festival with over 2,500 people in attendance in 2016.
We are honored to announce the 2017 grant application winners, and
they are, Brain Injury Adventure Camp, Audubon
Kid Zone, Henderson County High School FFA Alumni, and Henderson
County Diabetes Coalition. Each grant recipient will use their funding
to enhance education, programs, and events that will benefit Henderson
and surrounding communities.
We appreciate all those that applied for the 2017 Sandy Lee Watkins
Songfest grant because, each year we look forward to giving back to our
local community and appreciate the continued support for the annual
Sandy Lee Watkins Songwriters’ Festival!
Our 2017 festival will be unforgettable as we welcome back to Henderson
some of Nashville’s biggest talent – the festival will be held July 26th
through July 29th.

Scott Lindsey
From Beaver Dam, Kentucky, the
heart of Bluegrass Country, musical
roots run deep for Scott. Son of
a singer/songwriter, Scott was
always around music. Graduating
from MTSU with a Music Degree
in 2003 was a “huge moment of
achievement”. Then, Scott set his
full attention on Nashville. Signing
a Record Deal in 2008 really set
the wheels spinning. Scott says that was a very “busy” time and that it
went so fast that some of it is still a “blur”. Haha As an artist Scott had
a Top 40 Hit which he co-wrote with Josh Osborne and Jody Lineberry
called, “You Only Call Me When You’re Drunk” During that time
period Scott toured all over the country in support of “You Only Call
Me When You’re Drunk”. Doing shows with Jason Aldean and Chris
Young to name a few. In 2016, Scott just signed a Writers Deal with A
Million Midnights. Scott says, that I am “very excited” about this writing
deal and the opportunities that are ahead. Scott says he feels like he has
finally “found a home” writing for this company and is “very grateful”.
Now, Scott has several cuts on up-coming albums. Including a song Scott
Co-Wrote with Troy Johnson and Solaris Entertainment Recording Artist
Emily Jubb first single called, “Signs”. Set for release 7-11-17. Scott is
also getting back out there as a performer doing acoustic and full band
shows again. Scott says, “like writing, performing is just a part of who I
am and what I do. I have to do it”. Business insiders are taking notice and
are saying that things are about to “break wide open” for Scott. Scott is
ready
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Summer Overstreet
Summer Overstreet is a singer
songwriter from Nashville,
Tennessee.
Daughter of NSAI Songwriter
Hall of Fame member Paul
Overstreet, Summer grew up in
and around country music. At the
age of 12 she learned the guitar, and with that, discovered her passion for
songwriting. Since the age of 14, when she wrote her first song, Summer
has been developing her unique style and sound. Today, Working as an
up-and-coming songwriter on music row, Summer has had songs on the
TV show “Nashville” as well as had songs recorded by several young
artist; including singles by Lucy Angel and Endless Summer. She brings
a fresh sound and perspective to the country music genre with striking
lyrics and unique melodies, but you will also hear a touch of historic
tradition in her songs. She will tell you right out that she loves country
music. Always has and always will.

A HENDERSON ORIGINAL
FIELDANDMAIN.COM

Member FDIC

Cheley Tackett
It only takes hearing Cheley
Tackett once to understand why
she is one of Nashville’s most
celebrated emerging artists.
Cheley’s blend of lyrical intensity
and melodic craftsmanship have
earned her recognition and respect
in a town where being a stand-out is a rare achievement. American
Country Magazine suggests Cheley’s song “Play the One I Like” “...
might be the best song that I’ve heard this year so far” while Roughstock.
com describes her as “...a remarkable vocalist....Imagine Allison Moorer’s
blissfully soulful voice and you’ve got yourself a good comparison
for Cheley.” Maverick, the UK’s leading independent country music
magazine has this to say about Cheley: “One of the most powerful,
soulful singers in the business, she writes with the deep confidence and
total abandon that only a true artist is capable of. She draws her listeners
in with comfortable ease and offers each and every one an original and
deep personal experience.” Acclaimed as much for her songwriting as for
her artistry, Cheley has won Merlefest’s Chris Austin Songwriting contest,
the prestigious Kerrville Folk Festival’s New Folk competition, Just Plain
Folks’ Song of the Year, Country Album of the Year, & Country Song
of the Year, as well as being a finalist in the Independent Acoustic Music
Awards’ Country Song & Female Vocal Peformance categories, and
a semi-finalist in the International Songwriting Competition’s Rock
category. Also a much sought-after demo singer on Music Row and
beyond, Cheley’s sultry voice and velvety moments are uniquely her own.
It isn’t fair to say that Cheley Tackett’s appeal is limited to simply one
genre - - she is gifted with cross-over potential that has hugely widened
her audience. She has shared the stage with Americana powerhouses like
Mindy Smith and Mary Gauthier as well as country stars Kathy Mattea,
Chris Young, James Otto, and Anthony Smith and she has opened for
acts ranging from country artist Doug Stone to 70s folk-rockers America.

Leslie Satcher
To put it very simply, native Texan
Leslie Satcher is Nashville songwriting
royalty. Best known for her huge hit
songs “When God Fearin’ Women
Get The Blues” by Martina McBride,
“Troubadour” by George Strait and the Gretchen Wilson & Merle
Haggard hit “Politically Uncorrect”. Leslie’s songs have been recorded by
a veritable who’s who of the music world. Her list of cuts include Willie
Nelson, Trace Adkins, Jason Aldean, Kellie Pickler, Lee Ann Womack,
Blake Shelton, Vince Gill, Reba, Sheryl Crow, Bonnie Raitt, Sheila
E., Ariana Grande and dozens more. She has received multiple BMI
“Million-Air” awards recognizing a song’s one millionth airplay and her
incomparable vocals contribute to an astounding number of Grammy,
CMA & ACM award winning projects. While maintaining a heavy
songwriting schedule at Notting Hill Music with some of music’s biggest
talents, Leslie is constantly performing nationally & internationally and is
often found doing benefits for those less fortunate with friends Vince Gill,
Amy Grant, Paul Overstreet and others. Her current single, “Someone
To Take Your Place”recorded by Tara Thompson, is climbing the charts
and can be seen on Country Music Television.

J Collins
J Collins is a fan based, national
country rock artist whose lyrics pay
homage to the working class hero.
He is a rising star who possesses
an inherent ability to capture an
audience through his powerful
stage presence. Jay’s lively and
engaging performances keep the
crowds longing for more. The
Collins’ “showmanship” has been compared to a range of legendary
stars from “The Rolling Stones, to Elvis Presley” Jay is an accomplished
writer, producer, publisher and singer whose heart and soul convey the
passionate entertainer that burns within him. With Collins’ self-penned
debut, EP behind him and his new CD “Come Get Some” available,
Collins demonstrates an authentic musician that puts his spirit to rhythm,
his heart to words, and his humanity to harmony. With one hand in the
past and the other reaching towards the future, Collins is quickly making
his mark as an artist who reaches into the heart of America. Coming
from a broken home and growing up on the streets of upstate New
York, Jay quickly realized he needed an outlet. He started by putting his
emotions to paper in the form of poetry, at the age of 9. While living in
a home for boys at age 12, he picked up a guitar and his love affair with
music began. To Jay, it seemed as if a lifetime had passed, before he was
truly able to break through the walls and open the gift of melody and
lyric that you hear today. Collins moved to Nashville in the fall of 2006,
leaving behind family and friends, to realize his aspirations and define his
future in the music industry. In spite of its own array of hardships, Jay
arrived in Nashville with high hopes and full of energy. No stranger to
hard work, having worked construction, truck driving, and sales, Collins
quickly took his place in the Nashville scene, attending all the writer’s
nights, open mics and ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors
And Publishers) meetings he could.

Liz Hengber
Brooklyn born Liz Hengber has
been writing hit songs in Nashville
for the last 20 years…. She has
had 5 number one songs and
over 65 songs recorded by Artists
ranging from Reba McEntire to
Peter Cetera. In her days writing
for Starstruck Writers Group she
penned songs for Reba McEntire
that are now standards in Country
music. AND STILL, FOREVER
LOVE, ITS YOUR CALL and FOR MY BROKEN HEART all
reached number one and have appeared once again on Rebas Greatest
Hits Cds and Box sets. In 2000 Liz had two songs on the Billboard charts
back to back..Andy Griggs She’s More went to #1 and Clay Davidsons
Unconditional went to #3. This put Liz in Billboard Magazines top
country writers of 2000. Fast forward 11 years later, in 2011 Liz won
song of the year in the Canadian Gospel AWARDS, for her hit song
“A FATHERS LOVE” recorded by both Bucky Covington and by High
Valley. And finally in the year 2016 Liz had the honor of having two
songs on a Grammy Award Winning Album… the STEELDRIVERS
The Muscle Shoals Recordings. Liz is now writing for the NEW
Starstruck Writers Group… She considers it an honor to once again
be working along side Cliff Williamson and for the organization that
has always felt like home. Here are just some of the many artists that
have recorded Liz hengber songs… Reba McEntire, Ronnie Dunn,
Kix Brooks, Easton Corbin, James Otto, Vince Gill, Trace Adkins,
Trisha Yearwood, Bucky Covington, Peter Cetera, Susie Boguss, Julie
Roberts, Trick Pony, Lila McCAnn, Linda Davis, Stevenson Evertt,
Andy Griggs, Lee Greenwood, Lisa Brokop, Tent Willmon, The Steel
DRIVERS, South 65, Clay Davidson. and Conway Twitty.

Josh Okeefe
How can I even begin to describe
Josh Okeefe? Firstly, it can’t be
done without a keen sense of
history (which he clearly has) and,
more importantly, his position
along that continuum. Woody’s Children is what Pete Seeger called the
wave of early 1960’s Greenwich Village pilgrims (Bob Dylan, Phil Ochs,
Peter Lafarge, Ramblin’ Jack Elliot, Joan Baez, Tom Paxton). A decade
later, legendary Broadside Magazine co-founder, Sis Cunningham, sat
in her upper west side New York apartment with Pete Seeger, and a
handful of 1970’s singer-songwriters. Sis pointed to me and said “Peter,
these guys must be Woody’s grandchildren.” She would know: Woody
used to live in the apartment with her and Friesen. If her pronouncement
was accurate, then at very least, Josh Okeefe is the standard-bearer of
“Woody’s great grandchildren”. But he is so much more than that; and
you don’t need to understand history to appreciate his remarkable talent.
It also is easily tempting to say that he answers George Jones’ question
“Who’s Gonna Fill Their Shoes” (Barnes & Seals); because he clearly has
that original Grand Ole Opry traditionalism flowing from his guitar and
his voice, though his lyrics hold so much more. His song “Cigarettes” is
more haunting than anything I have heard out of Nashville or Austin
in years and has a hook that would have made even the old songsmith
maestros of Music Row smile. Like Josh himself, it is a complex delivery
of traditionalism and sly commercial appeal.
www.joshokeefe.com
www.facebook.com/joshokeefeofficial
www.instagram.com/joshokeefeoffficial
www.twitter.com/joshokeefemusic

Dan Demay
Dan Demay is a Grammy nominated
songwriter who hails from North Carolina.
He has had songs recorded like Tracy
Byrd’s “Crazy Every Time,” Darryl
Worley “If Something Should Happen,”
Tracy Lawrence’s “You Can’t Hide Red Neck,” Martina McBride’s
“Everybody Does,” Bobby Pinson’s “The Right To Be Wrong,” Joey &
Rory’s “Heart Of The Wood,” John Michael Montgomery’s “All In A
Day,” and Cledus T. Judd’s “Illegals.”

Billy Crain
I’ve played in front of 1,100,000
people in Washington, D.C. on the
fourth of July and performed for no
one in a club called the Losers on
Christmas Eve. I was taught guitar
by the best, my brother, Tommy
Crain. I got to see Duane Allman,
Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Albert
King, and Jimmy Page perform
when I was a teenager. I’ve shared
the stage with the Rolling Stones,
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Van Halen, ZZ
Top, The Cars, The Marshall
Tucker Band, The Allman Brothers Band, The Charlie Daniels Band,
and all the heroes of old. I’ve played a show using Duane Allman’s Les
Paul, recorded a record using Steve Gaines Stratocaster, and am the
proud owner of my brother’s beloved Gold Top Les Paul. I’ve stayed up
all night flipping quarters with Gregg Allman, jammed with Dicky Betts
on “In Memory of Elizabeth Reed” in the wee hours of the night in a
hotel room in Philadelphia, and almost had the bottom half of my left
ear bitten off by Allen Collins. Oh yeah, I drank whiskey with Jimmy
Page too. I’ve shared the stage with a Blues Brother named Dan Ackroyd,
travelled in Econoline Vans, Silver Eagles, and puddle jumper planes and
toured the world many times over. I’ve recorded with little known acts at
the time like Shania Twain and the Dixie Chicks. I’ve received royalty
checks for as little as 15 cents and as big as $80,000. I’ve been an Outlaw,
a Bellamy Brother, a Music Row songwriter and producer and session
guitar player, won songwriter awards, received multi-platinum sales
awards and ended up shoveling horse manure to pay my child support.
I am a sinner but have been saved by the Grace of God, been a foster
parent, a humanitarian to Haiti, and buried my brother, my parents,
been sued, helped my wife survive cancer, adopted 2 children and had to
retire indefinitely from the road, all in a 2 year period.
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Roxie Dean
Roxie Dean is from Baton Rouge,
Louisiana where she earned her
degree in Broadcast Journalism
from Louisiana State University.
The day after graduating, she
moved to Nashville to pursue her music dreams. Her songwriting career
includes a 2001 Nashville Songwriters Association International “Top
10 Songs That You Wish You’d Written” award for Lee Ann Womack’s
single “Why They Call It Falling”(with Don Schlitz), and a Grammy
nomination for co-writing “When I Think About Angels, #1 single
for Jamie O’Neal.” She has also had top charting recordings by Reba
McEntire, Faith Hill, Sara Evans, Tracy Lawrence, Lorrie Morgan, and
countless others. A staple on the country music scene, Roxie has served
on the boards of NARAS (Grammy’s) and NSAI (Nashville Songwriter’s
Association International). She is still writing songs and getting them
recorded! A natural on stage and behind the camera, Roxie keeps busy
performing around the country on a steady basis. Dean currently lives
outside of Nashville, Tennessee with her firefighter husband of 15 years
and their 9-year old daughter.

Graphic Design
Illustration
Video
Photography
Web Design
Motion Graphics

tommyartdesign.com
tommyjhousman@gmail.com

As a Graphic Designer, Illustrator,
and Web Designer, I can manage
all your media needs. My wife
Kelly and I have the know-how
and professionalism to take the
worry out of your next project; big
or small. We are a family oriented
business and treat each client
like part of OUR family.

Mark Stephen Jones
Deemed the Carolina Poet, Mark
Stephen Jones was born and
raised in the Low Country of
South Carolina. Never lacking
interesting characters in his life,
it is no mystery that songwriting
came so naturally. Jones began his
musical journey when he was quite
young and vividly recalls his debut
live performance. I wrote a song
about my first real girlfriend called
All I Want to Do Is Kiss You and
played it for my Mom and Dad. It was so embarrassing...for us all. When
watching Jones perform onstage now, it’s hard to imagine him being
embarrassed about anything, as he sings about lovers in an old folk’s
home or about how too much drinking can make you feel superhuman,
while interacting with the audience as if they were his closest friends.
When asked about his musical inspirations, Jones states, the music was so
great during the era in which I grew up, the list is never ending: Beatles,
(Rolling) Stones, (Eric) Clapton, Elton (John). Jones playing and singing
also suggests influences by such greats as Hank Williams, Merle Haggard
and Frank Sinatra. When Jones was fifteen and first played in bands
with his teenage peers, he was covering a lot of his predecessor’s songs.
It didn’t take long before he eventually developed his own unique voice,
using eccentric relatives and childhood adventures as the canvas for his
original material. It seems a perfect progression to land ultimately in
Music City.

Jeffery East
Jeffrey East was born into a family
band in Dale, Texas, where he
grew up watching his parents and
siblings entertain crowds all of over
the state. In 1993, the East family
made the move to the Nashville
area to chase the dream of music.
But it wasn’t till July of 2005, after
his father, and biggest musical
influence, was diagnosed with
terminal cancer that Jeffrey began
writing songs. After losing his dad
in January 2006, Jeffrey pursued his writing full-time and landed his first
publishing deal with the legendary Harley Allen in September 2006.
In May 2010, Jeffrey signed with Zavitson Music Group, where he still
writes today. A prolific writer in any genre, Jeffrey is starting to accrue
an impressive list of cuts by artists like Dierks Bentley, Gil Grand, The
Grascals, Allan Hall, Jake Mathews, Point of Grace, and Selah, just to
name a few. Most recently, he penned the theme song for the “American
Pickers” TV show. As a vocalist himself, if he’s not writing songs, you will
find him in the studio singing leads and background on sessions for some
of Nashville’s top writers and artists.

Phillip Coleman
Phillip was raised on a farm
in Northwest Tennessee in a
community called Rives just outside
Martin. Spending hours upon
hours on a tractor that his dad was
smart enough to attach a radio to
the fender knowing it would keep
Phillip in the fields longer. He
moved to Nashville in August of 95
to pursue a career in songwriting.
He signed a publishing deal in May of 97, soon after that he was getting
his songs recorded by such acts as JoDee Messina, Kenny Chesney and
Linda Davis. Several years went by before he got lucky landing a song
on Ronnie Dunn’s solo project, Cost of Livin’ was the single that got
Coleman and Dunn nominated for a Grammy for country song of the
year. He enjoyed later success when Miranda Lambert recorded and
released All Kinds of Kinds.

Joel Shewmake
Organic country singer/songwriter
Joel Shewmake discovered his
musical talents at the age of 14
while growing up in Cookeville,
Tennessee. He moved to Nashville
in January 2001 with the influences
of Don Williams, Merle Haggard,
John Anderson, and Bob McDill.
After landing his first publishing
deal with BMG in 2001, Joel played
countless songwriters nights and at first hand, experienced the gamble of
a songwriting career. In 2006, he signed a publishing deal with Amylase
Entertainment and has since enjoyed the success of cuts by artists such
as Craig Campbell, Gary Allan, Montgomery Gentry, Trace Adkins, and
Brad Paisley. Joel is known for crafting songs that stay true to his country
roots, but don’t let this simple country boy fool you; his songs pack an
unforgettable punch.

Annie Mosher
Kerrville New Folk award-winning
singer/songwriter Annie Mosher
grew up in the northernmost part of rural Vermont where she began
writing songs as a child. She later travelled the country following the
rodeo and writing music inspired by the souls she met and worked with
from the Texas hill country to the mountains of Wyoming. Her song
“Goldfish” was recently produced and recorded by British pop icon and
Beatles producer Alan Parsons. She is a winner of the Texas Wildflower
Music Festival, a beloved regular at Nashville’s own Bluebird Cafe,
and a longtime member of the sassy Nashville-based group Girls With
Guitars. Annie is featured regularly at events sponsored by the Nashville
Songwriters Association International, as well as at clubs and festivals
from The Cactus Cafe in Austin to Sundance beyond. This Novemeber
she has been selected as the 2013 guest singer/songwriter for the ACLU
Lifetime Achievement Awards and Bill of Rights Ceremony. Wild and
witty, provocative and poignant, Annie Mosher is an artist like no other.
Ultimately, when it comes to describing the captivating presence that is
Annie Mosher, words fail…

Wynn Varble
Wynn Varble admits he must
have been destined for a career
in country music. Wynn was raised in the small town of Ellenwood,
Georgia, where music was a central part of his life. He recalls his father’s
collection of country LP’s and the hours he spent listening to the legends:
Merle Haggard, Hank Williams, Bob Wills, and Jimmie Rodgers, whom
Wynn credits as being his primary musical influences. He says he did
just about anything to hear the newest country record – even if it meant
trading in his big brother’s rock albums and catching trouble for it
afterwards! Wynn picked up a guitar for the first time when he was 15
and taught himself to play. He remembers picking out his first original
melodies soon after he mastered basic chord progressions. The creative
sparks started flying, and Wynn formed a bluegrass band when he turned
16. After graduating high school, Wynn started on the path to musical
success playing the club circuit. His talent playing bluegrass landed him
gigs from Austin to Ft. Lauderdale; during this time he was perfecting
his style, not only as a country artist but also as a songwriter. In 1982,
Wynn visited some friends in Nashville. He spent several months writing
with an up-and-coming singer/songwriter named Dave Gibson. It was
this collaboration that proved to be Wynn’s ticket out of the club scene
and into the Nashville music community.Varble completely relocated
to Nashville in 1992. Gibson introduced him to Cliff Williamson, then
director of Starstruck Writers Group, and Wynn was signed to the
publisher in 1994. After Starstruck was sold to Warner/Chappell Music,
Wynn joined the Warner/Chappell writing staff. Wynn had his first #1
song “Have You Forgotten” with Darryl Worley in 2003. The song was
nominated for SONG OF THE YEAR by the CMA. In 2008, Waitin’ on
a Woman, which Wynn co-wrote with Don Sampson was nominated by
the CMA for SONG OF THE YEAR.

Johnny Bulford
Music was always happening in
the Bulford household, so the
foundation was already laid for
Johnny Bulford to be smitten with
the arts; having received an album
of Garth Brooks at the age of 11,
he found himself mesmerized by
the music. At the age of twelve
Johnny attended a Brooks concert and at that tender age he realized his
calling in life; he looked at his mother and said, “That’s what I want to
do.” Acquiring a guitar and learning to play shortly thereafter, Johnny
started writing songs and by the age of 15 was performing throughout
central Florida, even venturing as far north as Alabama. While landing
the opportunity to open for touring artists such as Josh Turner and
Emerson Drive as they made their way through Florida, Johnny released
his first independent album “Southern Thing”. Battling the love of music
and academics, he began attending classes at the University of Central
Florida in 2003 as a business marketing major with a minor in English;
a self-professed nerd with high SAT scores and a scholar in Florida’s
“Bright Futures” program, Bulford handled the demands of academics
while performing and promoting his second self-released album “What
Happens Here Stays Here”. In 2004 Johnny entered the Colgate Country
Showdown, a nation-wide competition showcasing the best of up and
coming talent - making it only to the state level the first time around and
to regional the second, the expression “third time’s the charm” proved
evident as Johnny won the entire competition of over 50,000 artists from
all over the United States and secured himself a prize of $100,000 in
2008 with his original piece “How Could I Not”.
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Rusty Tabor
Kentucky born singer/songwriter
Rusty Tabor has been performing
on stage since the ripe young age
of 14. After a short lived college
football career he packed up and moved to Nashville in 2001 to chase
yet another dream… that of signing a record deal. Shortly after arriving
in Music City Rusty found himself enamored by Nashville’s songwriting
community. He says, “I’d always loved performing, but it wasn’t until
I got here that I truly understood what “songs” are…they’re the most
beautiful picture someone can paint without a brush. They’re the most
basic thoughts, the deepest emotions, stories of skeletons in closets or
lighthearted love. I HAD to figure out a way to do that for a living.”
Within his first year in Nashville Rusty had landed his first publishing
deal with Skidaddy Music. Billy Ray Cyrus quickly took a liking to
Rusty’s songwriting style and recorded 2 songs out of that first catalog.
“Back to Memphis”, a single off of Cyrus’ TIME FLIES album and
soon after “Wouldn’t You Do This For Me” on his THE OTHER SIDE
album. While performing at a private event one summer Rusty got a call
to be the host of a nationally aired outdoors television program on the
Outdoor Channel called W.F.O. Penning songs on the road while filming
for the show was trying to say the least. After 3 years of television it was
time to say goodbye to the camera and put all of his efforts back into the
microphone. “I really hated parting with so many friends that I’d met
through the show. However, I knew it was the right thing to do if I was
ever going to get where I wanted to be musically.” says Tabor.
He soon found another writing home with Plus Spins Music. From that
catalog came “All I’ve Got Left” that was recorded by Russell Hitchcock
(formerly of Air Supply) on his TENNESSEE:THE NASHVILLE
SESSIONS double cd project and IBMA male vocalist of the year
winner Bradley Walker recorded “One Paragraph” for his upcoming
Rounder Records album.
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Brent Rupard
Sea Gayle songwriter and
Shepherdsville, Ky., native Brent
Rupard is a modern country front
man with an instinct for exposing
kernels of truth. Since writing his
first song at age 16, Rupard has
been in love with the music that
flows in the hollows of his home
state — country radio, classic rock
and the proud echo of bluegrass.
He formed bands that took him
through college at Western Kentucky University, and was eventually
nominated for and won the ASCAP Foundation Leon Brettler Award for
outstanding songwriter-performer. Since arriving in Nashville in 2010,
he’s built experience and honed his confidence opening for country
stars The Band Perry, Chris Young, Randy Houser, Dustin Lynch, Josh
Thompson, Gloriana and more. Brent has one foot firmly on the gas,
but keeps the other planted in the rolling hills of his family home in
Kentucky. The fully-formed narratives Rupard writes reflect the common
joys and struggle of a youth spent in rural America, while also looking
forward as a new generation comes of age. Nowhere is that clear-eyed
reverence sharper than in “Harvest,” Rupard’s sensitive dedication to
his own family and friends — those that plowed the field allowing him to
plant the seeds of his future. Now, with the help of mentor and former
Cadillac Sky front man Bryan Simpson, the singer-songwriter has found
fertile creative ground in Nashville with Sea Gayle Music. His to be
released debut album—produced by Bryan Simpson—feel’s right at
home in a playlist with today’s biggest country stars. Mixing song craft,
heartfelt emotion and rockin’ country with grassy undertones, Rupard’s
sound speaks to every kid watching his small town succumb to suburban
sprawl; every pair of high school sweethearts spending their last summer
together; every 25-year-old embracing adulthood; and every working stiff
with a passion for life. He’s the generation-bridging, next link in country
music’s chain.

Buddy Owens
Buddy Owens is an award winning
American country music singer,
songwriter, and painter. He was
born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and
raised in Owasso, Oklahoma.
There in the heart of the
country, his love for music was
kindled. After being offered track
scholarships to various universities,
Owens decided instead to follow his
dream to play music in Nashville.
Eventually, he caught the ear of renowned producer Phil O’Donnell,
who signed him to a publishing deal at Anchor Down Publishing. Since
his move to Nashville, he has worked with a plethora of other noteworthy
Nashville songwriters. In 2011, Blake Shelton released his platinum
selling and Grammy nominated album, “Red River Blue,” on which the
title track was co-written by Owens. He is also known for penning Craig
Morgan’s “Nothin’ Goin’ Wrong ‘Round Here,” Sunny Sweeney’s “One
More Christmas Beer,” Gord Bamford’s “Unreal,” “Where A Farm
Used To be,” “Leanin’ On A Lonesome Song,” as well as others. In 2013
“Leanin’ On A Lonesome Song” won Single of the Year and Video of
the Year at the Canadian Country Music Awards. There, Owens also
took home the award for Songwriter of the Year. On top of his musical
talent, Owens is also a gifted painter. He has sold hundreds of paintings
to art lovers all over the world. He is currently celebrating his song “Just
Gettin’ Started” on Blake Shelton’s gold selling album Bringing Back The
Sunshine

Smith Ahnquist
Smith Ahnquist grew up in
Danville, KY. He moved to
Nashville in 2006 to get a degree
in music business from Belmont
University. He signed with Sea
Gayle music in the fall of 2014. In Smith’s short time at Sea Gayle
music he has garnered major label cuts by some of the biggest artists in
the genre. Justin Moore, Scotty McCreery, Dustin Lynch and FloridaGeorgia Line have all recently recorded songs by Smith. Those who
know Smith, will tell you that this is just the beginning of a long,
successful career as a songwriter in music city.

Matt Jenkins
Matt Jenkins is a singer/songwriter
from Aledo, Texas located just
outside Ft. Worth. He made the
move to Nashville 12 years ago.
As an artist he’s made several
appearances on the Grand Ole’
Opry and opened up for acts
such as Taylor Swift, Zac Brown
Band and Lady Antebellum. Matt has been honing his craft as a
songwriter over the last decade. Matt writes for the publishing company
Combustion/Warner Chappell in Nashville. Over the last few years
Matt has had over 50 major label cuts. He penned the Top 10 hit “Cop
Car” for Keith Urban and the 2 week #1 Hit “Where It’s At” for Dustin
Lynch which was the 3rd most played song of 2014. He has recent cuts
by artists such as Blake Shelton, Sam Hunt, Dierks Bentley, Jake Owen,
Billy Currington, Florida Georgia Line, Randy Houser, Old Dominion,
Joe Nichols, Michael Ray and multiple songs on the show Nashville.

email: embroidery1@thecolorconnection.com

Tony Arata
Tony Arata was born in Savannah,
Georgia, and grew up on nearby
Tybee Island. While studying for
a journalism degree from Georgia
Southern University, he began
performing his original songs
in local bands. In 1986, he and
wife Jaymi moved to Nashville
where his unique, soulful style began to get the attention of people like
Allen Reynolds and Garth Brooks. Garth to date has recorded seven of
Tony’s songs, and “The Dance” won song of the year at The Academy
of Country Music and received both a Country Music Association and
a Grammy nomination, as well as a “most performed” song in Radio
and Records Magazine. He has also had No. 1 records with “Here I
Am” for Patty Loveless, “I’m Holding My Own” for Lee Roy Parnell,
and “Dreaming With My Eyes Open” for Clay Walker. Other art- ists
who have recorded his songs include Emmylou Harris, Bonnie Raitt,
Trisha Yearwood, Delbert McClinton, Don Williams, Reba McEntire,
Suzy Bogguss, and Hal Ketchum. Tony also has done three solo albums
featuring new songs, covers, and guest appear- ances by many of
Nashville’s finest musicians as well as folks who have recorded his songs,
including Garth, Patty, and Lee Roy.

Heidi Raye
Heidi Raye is starved for attention;
she has been since she was a small
child growing up in the remote
farming community of Dawson
Creek, British Columbia. Heidi
told her Mom at 5 years old that
she didn’t know where Hollywood
was, but she needed to be there. Her sights redirected to Music City,
USA when she discovered her love of singing and writing songs at an
early age and has been singularly focused ever since. After obtaining a
four-year Nursing degree, (as she promised her parents she would get an
education before running off to Nashville) Heidi loaded up her Honda
and headed South. She realized early on that her nursing skills were
put to better use by playing guitar and singing for those who are sick
and suffering. She began volunteering with a program called Musicians
on Call, which brings the healing power of music to the bedsides of
patients. She enjoys her opportunities to sing for the patients and staff
at Vanderbilt’s Monroe Carell Children’s Hospital as well as the VA
Hospital affiliated with Vanderbilt. “In 2012, I got my big break, or so I
thought at the time. My dreams of working with my idol, George Strait,
began to take form when his manager, Erv Woolsey, signed me as an
artist/writer. In 2014, I was dropped and devastated, but giving up wasn’t
an option” she recalls. She began walking up and down Music Row,
handing out her home-made CD’s of demos to every publisher in the
business. “ “I sin on Saturday and ask for forgiveness on Sunday. I like to
have fun but I love to work. I’m a driven girl who thrives on getting the
job done, no matter the task. I have no backup plan. Music is the plan, all
day every day. I hope to see you on the road soon and hope you love the
music we are putting out!”
www.heidiraye.com
www.facebook.com/HeidiRayeMusic
www.instagram.com/HeidiRayeMusic
www.twitter.com/HeidiRaye
www.youtube.com/user/HeidiRayeMusic

Don Sampson
Don Sampson was born in
Washington,D.C. and grew up
in Falls Church,VA. When Don
was 22 years old, he moved to
Nashville from San Antonio,TX,
where he had been playing guitar
in the honkytonks. Don signed his first publishing deal in 1985 with New
Clarion Music. After various successful publishing deals, Don signed with
Sea Gayle Music in 2000. His songwriting credits include the #1 singles
Brad Paisley’s “Waitin’ On A Woman,” Gary Allan’s “Tough Little
Boys,” Alan Jackson’s “Midnight in Montgomery,” and Bryan White’s
“Rebecca Lynn.” “Waitin’ On A Woman” also received the NSAI Song
Of The Year honor in 2009. Don has won numerous ASCAP awards,
seven NSAI awards, and the TNN Music City News Songwriters Award.
Other artists that have recorded Don’s songs include Darius Rucker,
Josh Thompson, Jimmy Wayne, George Jones, Tammy Wynette, Willie
Nelson, Kenny Rogers, Brad Paisley, Kenny Chesney, Josh Turner, Tim
McGraw, Charlie Daniels, John Conlee, Joe Nichols, and Charlie Pride.
#1 SONGS:
“Waitin’ On A Woman” – Brad Paisley
“Tough Little Boys” – Gary Allan
“Midnight in Montgomery” – Alan Jackson
“Rebecca Lynn” – Bryan White

Scheduled Performances
This year’s performances for the Sandy Lee Watkins Songwriters Festival
2017 will take place at Rookies Sports Bar Conference Room 1st floor,
Rookies Banquet Room 2nd floor, and the Moose Lodge. For a list of
artists with time and locations,
visit sandyleesongfest.com/itinerary/
*Venues, performers and show times are subject to change without notice.
Visit www.sandyleesongfest.com for updates.
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Thank you to our Host Families
Ron and Debbie Faupel
Brad Hazelwood and Lois Wilson
Darrell and Lorna Littrell
Mark and Cindy Weaver
Mark and Monica Hargis
Mike and Shawn Royster
Mike and Johnda Hazelwood
Dr. Jim Rungee
Jared and Jennifer Drennan
Joel Hopper

Thank you to all our many volunteers.
Without you the Sandy Lee Songfest
would not be possible.

Thank You To All Our 2017 Sponsors!
Platinum
Gold

Silver

Bronze

Preferred Tank & Tower
Via Media
WKDQ 99.5
Century Aluminum
Henderson Chevy, Buick & GMC
McElroy, Mitchell, & Associates, LLC.
Meuth Construction Supply, Inc.
Rookie’s Sports Bar
Precision Cooling Towers, Inc.
The Moose Lodge - Henderson
Tropicana - Evansville, IN.
Tommy J. Housman - Tommy Art & Design
Abba’s Music
Abba Promotions
Audubon State Park
BLS Productions
Carpenters Local Union 224
Jim David - Little Kentucky Smoke
House
Mulzer Crushed Stone
News 25/7
RC Cola
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Color Connection
Vincent Sound & Recording
WNIN Summer Music Festival
Armor Fire Protection
Benton-Glunt, Tapp Funeral Home, &
Roselawn Memorial Gardens
Best One Tire
CBS/Fox 44
Classic Auto Collision Center LLC
Colonial Assisted & Independent Living

Without You
Sandy Lee Songfest Would Not Be Possible!
Bronze

Dempewolf Ford
Farmer’s Bank & Trust
Field & Main Bank
Frields Machine & Fab., LLC.
Givens Consulting
Heritage Federal Credit Union
J&B BBQ
Preston Family Foundation
New Tunes Promotions
Skinner Design Associates
Square Yard Carpet
Surf KY News
The Gleaner
Weaver, Dalton, & Associates
WFIE 14
WSON 96.5 FM/860 AM
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Company
Angela Comer
Utley Distributing
Crafton Family Dentistry
WBKR 92.5
Donut Bank
E.M. Ford & Company Insurance
Ewing Tire
Ginny Thomas
Golden Glaze Bakery
Henderson County Tourism
Commission
Hydro Aluminum Metal USA, LLC.
Independence Bank
Meuth Carpet
Nunez Chiropractic, PSC.
Ralph & Marcia Baker
Sidewalk Café

